Life Changing Holidays Spiti Valley Enfield Motorcycle Tour
Region: The Himalayan Mountains of Himachal Pradesh – Spiti Valley region
 
Season: Weather during September/October is warm and sunny during the day and cool at night.

Duration: 15 Days 14 nights
Dates for 2012 Tour: October 15th – 30th 
Detailed Itinerary day by day:
	ROUTE MAP

	



Day1 - Arrival in Delhi 
You will be met at the airport and transferred to your hotel. 

Day 2 - 
Breakfast will be provided and you will meet your hosts and the rest of the group.
You have until 4:30pm to do a little sightseeing or relax ~ at 4:30pm you will be transferred to the bus.
Delhi to Manali, (Manali is 2000 Meters above sea level and 570 kilometers from Delhi) this is a 12-14 hour ride by Deluxe Volvo Bus. The bus departs from Delhi, just a few minutes away from your hotel, at 6pm and arrives in Manali early the next morning... 
You will stay at a comfortable hotel in Old Manali or Vashisht; we guarantee a clean, comfortable fairly modern hotel with good comfortable mattresses and en-suite rooms. You will have the day to settle in, take a hike or just relax. Breakfast and Dinner will be served by our local hosts in Old Manali or Vashisht - Breakfast upon arrival and dinner at 7pm.
Lunch can be taken locally as there are plenty of good restaurants around. 
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Day 3 - In the saddle! In and Around Manali 
After breakfast you will get fitted with your Enfield Motorcycle! Time to explore and get used to your bike - you will go on a guided exploration of Manali and the surrounding area. Visit Nagar Castle, the Roerich Art Gallery and several Hindu Temples… 

Day 4 - The Adventure Begins! Manali to Banjar 108 km 
This is a scenic drive through the Kullu valley and after 70km we take a diversion road through the narrow Seraj Valley. As we ride along the Larji River, well known for great trout fishing, the countryside is dotted by small villages on both sides of the river. Eventually we pass through the small town of Banjar and arrive at the village of Gyaghi where we stay the night in a local guesthouse.

Day 5 - Banjar to Sarahan and over the Jalori Pass 85 km 
It is a shady scenic road that leads us up to the Jalori pass at 3,200 meters. We then descend through the outskirts of the village of Seraj to join the main road which goes from Shimla to Kinnaur and the Spiti Valley. We continue to Sarahan which was the summer capital to kings of the past... We’ll have the opportunity to visit the 1,500 year old temple of the goddess Bhimakali and from there one has a magnificent view of the Shir Khand Mountain range. We stay the night in Sarahan in a local guesthouse.

Day 6 - Sarahan to Sangla, Chhitkul and return to Sangla for the night (Sangla which rests at 2,860 meters) 140 km 
Our ride from Sarahan to Sangla is the gateway to the Kinnauri district. In Sangla you will see the impressive Kamru Fort. This valley is also known as the Baspa Valley, one of the most beautiful of the region, rich with the Kinnauri architecture ~ we’ll visit the village of Chitkul and Rackchham which are both great examples. We stay the night in a deluxe camp prepared for us in Sangla. 

Day 7 - Sangla to Recongpeo and onto Kalpa at 2,290 meters 38 km 
We ride to Recongpeo which are the governing headquarters of the Kinnauri district. There is a Buddhist monastery in Recongpeo and from here you also have an amazing view of the Kinner Kailash Mountain which is regarded as one of the mythical abodes of Lord Shiva. We stay the night in Kalpa at a hotel.

Day 8 - Recongpeo to Tabo at 3,050 meters 167 km 
We are now entering a restricted area for which we will have previously obtained special travel permits for each person. Your permit and passport will be checked at the check-post in Jhangi. This is a gorgeous route that leads via Khab where the Sutlej River enters India and merges into the Spiti River. We do a steep climb that takes us higher and higher above the Spiti River until we reach the village of Nako. Nako is known to be the most charming villages in the area because of the magnificent views. To the north of the village is a Buddhist monastery complex belonging to the Drugpa sect of Tibetan Buddhism.
We make another steep climb and pass through several more villages before reaching the village of Tabo. The monastery of Tabo was founded in 996 A.D. and is often called the Ajanta of the Himalayas because of the numerous caves that you will find here that are used by the Lamas for extensive periods of meditation. Explore Tabo monastery and village by foot and in the evening witness the daily ritual offering (Puja) in the monastery complex.
We spend the night in a local guesthouse.

Day 9 - Tabo to Kaza 3,600 meters (via Dhankar, Lalung and the Pin valley) 58 km 

Dhankar is the ancient capital of Spiti. Here you will see the most incredibly situated gompa (temple), perched high on the barren rocky mountain slopes…
In Lalung there is another very interesting Buddhist monastery to visit. 
In the afternoon we will reach the Pin valley, known for its national park which is home to snow leopards, and ibex.
The Kungri gompa (temple) is the main center of the Nyingmapa Buddhist sect in the Spiti Valley. We will spend the night in Kaza in a local guesthouse.
Day 10 - Kaza at 3,600 meters to Kye and onto Kibber at 4,200 meters 46 km 
In the morning we will visit the famous Kye Gompa perched high on a pyramid like mountain, this temple belongs to the Gelugpa sect of Tibetan Buddhism. Kibber, one of the highest permanently inhabited villages in the world is situated at an elevation of 4,200 meters and located in a narrow valley.
In the afternoon we go back to Kaza and stay the night in the same hotel.

Day 11 - Kaza to Keylong 2,000 meters 176 km 
The road leads through several villages of the Spiti Valley and the last village of the valley is Lossar. From here we take a short uphill drive to the Kunzum pass at 4,700 meters. This pass offers panoramic views of the snow capped mountains. From here we descend into the Chandra valley and to the village of Keylong, which is the tribal district headquarters.
We stay the night in keylong at the hotel.

Day 12 - Keylong to Udaipur via Trilokinath at 2,500 meters and then back to Keylong for the night 98 km 
We take a scenic drive into the Chenab Valley to visit the temple of Trilokinath in the village of Trilokinath, this is a Shiva temple. We will also visit the 11th century old wooden temple of Mrikula Devi in Udaipur. 
We return to our hotel in Keylong for the night.

Day 13 - Keylong to Manali 1,950 meters 115 km 
It is about 52 km to Gramphu and from there we ascend to the Rohtang pass 
At 3,950 meters we’ll take a break to enjoy the magnificent views of the surrounding Himalayan Mountains. Then we have a long descent of 51 km into fields of wild flowers and cascading waterfalls accompanying you all the way to Manali.
As it’s the last night of this adventure we’ll celebrate and party with all our new friends and the entire staff who have been a part of your Life Changing Holiday in the Himalayas...

Night in hotel in Old Manali or Vashisht.

Day 14 - Manali to Delhi 570 km 
You have the day to relax and enjoy more time in the hot springs or perhaps book a massage… 
We’ll enjoy a farewell lunch together around 1:30pm.
At 4:30pm you will be transferred to the bus station. This is a Deluxe Volvo Bus service from Manali to Delhi. The bus supplies bottled water and blankets and stops for dinner at around 10pm. (Each individual is responsible for the purchase of their own dinner)

DAY 15 – Arrive in Delhi 
You will be met at the bus stop and transferred to the hotel. 
Breakfast will be provided upon arrival.
You then have the rest of the day to do as you like ~ relax in the hotel or shop and sightsee around Delhi. If you need any assistance we will be happy to help you make arrangements. At the appropriate time you will be transferred to the airport.

1. What to bring on the expedition:

· A snood or (Dust Mask) for keeping dust and cold  out of your nose

· Sunglasses or bike glasses are essential

· Sun hat is essential

· Thick warm as well as light socks

· Lightweight sleeping bag, we recommend you to pack for -10c, if you’re going on any Himalayan motorcycle expedition

·  Travel towel
· Kidney-belt can be helpful support for the long hours of riding

· A fleece is good for under your jacket

· Day Pack to carry a water bottle, rain suit and other stuff you will use during the day

· A money belt or waist pack in which to carry your passport and other valuables

· Very strong bungee cords or cargo nets
· Basic first aid kit: a few plasters and antiseptic cream

· Any regular medication you need

· Spectacles: bring spares, or your prescription with you

· Helmet

· Knee protection

· Waist belt

· Riding gloves

Cost for Fixed departure – (Minimum 6 person) 

British Pound -1,975.00
Euro – 2,210.00
Pillion – 300.00 British pounds (less than rider) 

Single room Supplement -345.00 British pound or 400.00 Euro

Cost Per Person A La carte 

	Persons 
	Cost  in British Pound
	Cost in Euro

	2/3
	2995
	3500

	4/5 
	2240
	2620

	6/9
	1975
	2210

	10 and More 
	1710
	2000

	Pillion 
	300
	350

	Single  room Supplement 
	345
	400


What does this tour include? 

· All ground transfers in India, airport to airport. 

· Motorcycle 500cc Enfield and fuel. 

· Permits for Restricted areas (India - Tibet boarder control, Ladakh, Spiti valley, north-east India)

· Accommodation twin sharing hotels / guesthouses - home stay and camping) neat & clean. 

· Breakfast and dinner in the hotel (lunch on the way) in the local restaurants and during the tour our ground crew will be taking care of accommodation (tents) and good food. 

· English speaking guide

· medicines including oxygen cylinder 

· mechanics with all necessary spare parts

· Support vehicle (if riders are suffering from the altitude fatigue or just a sore ass, they can always jump into our back-up jeep to relax!!

· A complete ground crew, including cook, assistant cook, helpers. Etc...

· Monument entrance fees during the entire trip·   
· Separate back-up vehicle for groups of more than 4 persons
For groups of 2-3 people there is a pick-up Jeep to carry spare parts, the mechanic and baggage
2. Not included: 

· Visa (details sent with rider pack) 

· Travel Insurance 

· Personal expenses 

· Tips

· Mineral water

· International & domestics flights
· Any damage to the motorcycle must be covered by the rider in full
3. Accommodation: 
Accommodation ranges from luxury hotel, guesthouses to camping and home stay. All accommodation is on same sex twin-sharing basis, (couples double-room) Single room is possible with a supplement.
. 

4. Documents:
riders must bring with them appropriate travel insurance and documents as follows: 

· Full Motorcycle License - valid 

· International Driving License / Permit - valid  

· You are required to bring your travel insurance policy with you on the tour. Please print off a photo-copy and keep it safe. As well as the address of your travel insurance company. Riders are requested to handover the insurance numbers and addresses to our guide. 

· Without these documents you will not be able to take part in your chosen tour (your safety is our primary concern).

